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Without a kind fair friend to see me die, 

And close, with pious hand, my lifeless eye ; 

Or son to bear my relics to the grave, 

Where those dark pine-trees o'er my father's wave."— 

Afflicted man! nor murmur nor repine, 
If conscious innocence of heart be thine. 
What though thtt r|eh' man spurn thee from his door, 
And old associates own their love no more; 
What though no arm support thy tottering way, 
And no fireside invite thy steps to stay ; 
What though no hand wipe thy unpitied tear, 
And though no comfort but the grave be near ? 
Let resignation smooth life's weary road- 
Heaven is thy refuge, and thy friend is God. 

[roBBOOfmsnaj.] 



EXCURSIONS IN ULSTER. 



LETTER IIL— DEVENISH. 

Those lonely columns stand sublime, 
Flinging their shadows from on high; 
T-.ike dials which the wizard time 
Had raised, to count his ages by. 

Enniskillen, 21st July, 1824. 
Dear G , 

My last letter informed yon of our arrival at Enniskillen ; 
and I shall now communicate to you the observations which 
we have since had an opportunity of making on the town 
and neighbourhood. — I should have mentioned that, for a 
few miles above the town, Lough Erne contracts so much as 
to be rather a large river than a lake. Along the banks, there 
are a number of gentlemen's seats, the plantations of which 
heighten their natural beauties, and give to the country a 
rich and cultivated appearance. This narrow streight forms 
the junction of the upper and lower parts of Lough Erne ; 
and it is here that Enniskillen is situated. The town stands 
on a large island, in the midst of the Channel. The island is 
of a triangular form, extending nearly across, and only leav- 
ing a sufficient space at each extremity for the passage of the 
water. The town is connected with the main land, by means 
of two bridges built over these narrow channels ; from one of 
which a road leads to fielleck, along the north-western side 
of the lower lake ; while, from the other, a road to the same 
point passes along the eastern side. The main street extends 
from the one bridge to the other, rising gradually towards the 
centre of the town, where the church is situated. 

Enniskillen in itself contains nothing particularly worth 
noticing. It is interesting, however, on account of the place 
it holds in the military history of Ireland; its situation having 
rendered the possession of it of great importance to the con- 
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tending parties, during the civil wars in this country, parti- 
cularly that which succeeded the Revolution of 1688. At 
this period it was besieged, though without effect, by a large 
detachment of King James the Second's army; when are- 
doubt, that still remains on the high grounds without the 
town, was occupied by the inhabitants. 

On the western side of the town, at a very short distance 
from it, stands Portora school. It is situated on the top of a 
hill, commanding an extensive view of the neighbouring 
country, and of Lough Erne, which on one side washes its 
base. This is a royal foundation ; and is at present under the 
direction of the Rev. Dr. O'Beirne, formerly of the Belfast 
Institution. The site of this school has been very judiciously 
chosen, both for healthiness and beauty; which, combined 
with the well-known talents of the principal, must render it 
one of the first seminaries of education in the North of Ire- 
land. 

Our first business, this morning, was to engage a boat for 
Devenish; an island about two miles below Enniskillen, which 
we were all most anxious to visit, on account of the ruins 
it contains. On our way we passed under the barrack, which 
is extensive, and is situated close to the lake; and a little fur- 
ther, we sailed under Portora hill, passing the ruins of the 
ancient castle of Macguire, that stands within a few paces of 
the water's edge. The family, from whom this castle is 
named, were once the chieftains of this part of Ireland ; and, 
though their name and history are now nearly forgotten, or 
only preserved by being associated with the crumbling re- 
mains of their feudal Hall, they some centuries ago took a 
very prominent part in public affairs. In all the meetings of 
the northern Lords, we find the name of Macguire connected 
with those of O'Neal and O'Donnell; and the family seem to 
have been actively engaged in all the disputes of the native 
Irish with the English Government. 

After sailing about an hour, the boatmen informed us that 
we were approaching Devenish; and, soon afterwards, pointed 
out its fine round tower, standing like a giant in the midst of 
the other ruins. Devenish is a considerable island, contain- 
ing about seventy-three acres, and has been long celebrated 
on account of the monuments of antiquity which it contains. 
The point where we landed, is at the opposite side from the 
ruins; so that we crossed a considerable part of the island, 
before reaching them. Like most of the other islands in 
Lough Erne, it rises gradually from the water, forming a low 
hill, covered with fine herbage, which affords pasturage to a. 
vast number of cattle ; and from this circumstance, it has most 
probably derived its name— Ox island. 
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The ruins here consist of an abbey, a church, a monastery, 
a round tower, and the remains of an old stone-roofed cha- 
pel, called St. Molaise's House. The church and monastery, 
which adjoin one another, now present little more than a 
heap of ruins, surrounded by an ancient burying-ground. 
Part of the east window of the church still remains, but in a 
very dilapidated state. A great part of the walls seemed to 
have but lately fallen, which induced us to inquire of' our 
boatman what had thrown them down ; when, to our asto- 
nishment, we learned that these interesting remains, which 
had braved the effects of time for so many centuries, had 
been destroyed in this age of boasted civilization, for the pur- 
pose of procuring the stone frames of the windows and other 
ornamental parts, for the decoration of houses in Enniskil- 
len.* St. Molaise's house, also, considered one of the great- 
est curiosities in Ireland, has been pulled down for the pur- 
pose of procuring a few large flags, which formed the roof. 
het us no longer blame the destruction of the fine temples of 
Greece by the savage Turks, while such things pass unnoticed 
and nneensured in our own country. This building was one 
of the stone roofed chapels which occur in some parts of 
Ireland ; and are supposed, by some writers, from the simi- 
larity of materials employed, and the general appearance of 
the work, to have been coeval with the round towers. They 
are said to have been erected by the Culdees, of whom Camp- 
bell speaks in his poem of Reullura: — 

Peace to their shades ! the pure Culdees 

Were Albyn's earliest Priests of God, 
Ere yet an island of her seas 

By foot of Saxon monk was trod. 

The Culdees, you know, flourished in the sixth century, 
and were distinguished as much by their learning, their piety, 
and the purity of their doctrines, as by their simple and ex- 
emplary manner of living. Columba, their founder, also 
established a monastery at the island of Iona, one of the 
Hebrides; and, according to the venerable Bede, so great was 
the fame of this order, that Oswald, prince of Northumber- 
land, in the year 635, sent thither for a bishop, to instruct his 
people in their religious duties, to whom he gave the island 
of Lendesfern, on the coast of Northumberland, for his epis- 
copal see. They had other establishments, of less note, in 
various places; amongst which, that of St. Molaise is not the 
least interesting. — But I find St. Columba and his monks have 
caused a long digression. Should you wish for any further 

* Archdall, in his Monasticon, gives the succession of the abbots of Devenish; and 
thus mentions the establishment of the monastery here: — "St. Laser ian, called also 
Molaisse, built a celebrated monastery, under the invocation of the Virgin Mary, in 
1 Jaimh-inis, i. e. the Ox's island. St. Laserian died Sept. 12, a. D. S63 ; and was suc- 
ceeded by St. Natalia, son of. ^Engusius, King of Connaught, &c. &c." 
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informatioa respecting them, you may easily satisfy your 
curiosity, by referring to Ledwieh's Antiquities of Ireland. 

The round tower is one of the most perfect buildings of 
the kind in Ireland; and is superior to those generally met 
with, in the elegance of its decorations, and in the style of 
its architecture. According to Ledwich, it is 76 feet in height, 
41 in circumference, and the walls 8J feet in thickness. The 
writer of the article " Devenish," in the Parochial Survey, 
gives the measurement considerably greater. According to 
this account, the tower is 82 feet in height, and 49 in circum- 
ference. As we had no means of taking its dimensions, it 
would be impossible for us to determine which of these is 
correct; but it is most probably the latter; as the author, I 
believe, lives in the neighbourhood, and he seems to have 
been anxious to make his survey as correct as possible. 

Great care seems to have been taken in the erection of this 
tower; and the materials appear to have been selected of the 
most durable kind. One thing struck as as curious: the 
stones, which have all been carefully cut with the chisel, do 
not seem to have been dressed at the quarry, but to have been 
shaped on the spot, to answer the situations in which they are 
placed. The building had not been carried on in regular 
courses, one over the other, as is the custom at present; but 
the stones seem to have been laid in such a manner as best 
suited the convenience of the builder; who, however, had 
been no mean artist, and has exhibited great skill in adapting 
them to their situations. In some places, it happens that one 
large mass occupies so great a space, that two or three courses 
of stones of the common size have been built in before they 
were all brought to one level; and, in some instances, where 
a vacancy occurred which there was no stone to fit, a large 
block in the next row is formed, so as to have a part project- 
ing downwards, to fill it up. 

This tower is very perfect, particularly on the north-eastern 
side, which is the least exposed to the prevailing winds, and the 
whole of which has the appearance of having been just finished. 
The entrance is through a door about 9 feet from the ground 
on the outside. On looking up from within, the projections 
are still to be seen which had supported the different floors. 
The interior is lighted by six windows, four of which are at 
the top; and the others are placed at different heights, so as 
to divide the quantity of light equally through the whole. 
The window and door frames are still perfect. They are 
formed of a kind of freestone, very similar to Portland stone. 
At the side of the door, an iron hook still remains, on which 
the hinge had at one time turned. In all the views I have 
seen of the round tower of Devenish, it is represented as de- 
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creasing in size gradually from the base to (he summit, which 
is said to be the case in all similar structures. As far as we 
could judge by the eye, — and we examined it in all directions, 
— it seemed to us to preserve the same circumference from 
the base to the top; at all events, if it does increase, it is in 
so trifling a degree as to be nearly imperceptible. The roof 
of this tower is still perfect, and of a conical shape, composed 
of the same materials as the rest of the building; and the apex 
is formed by one large stone cut into the form of a bell. The 
top of the tower, where the roof rests, is finished by a cor- 
nice of stone similar to that of the door and window frames; 
with heads carved on it, at each of the cardinal points. A 
number of jackdaws have taken possession of the upper part 
of this tower, and are likely to be the remote cause of its 
destruction. They have carried up the seeds of the common 
alder, which have vegetated in the crevices of the walls, and 
shot their roots through them in various directions. These, 
by their expansion in size, have already occasioned a con- 
siderable fissure in the top; and will, after some time, if not 
removed, throw down a considerable part of the wall, which 
will of course carry the roof along with it. It is to be hoped, 
that some person residing in this neighbourhood, will have 
taste enough to take the steps necessary for preventing this 
catastrophe. The longer we looked at this tower, the more 
we were struck with the taste displayed in its architecture, 
and the high degree of skill evinced by the artists who had 
been engaged in its erection. As much care seems to have 
been taken to finish the interior, as the exterior of the build- 
ing. No plaster has been used ; but the walls within are as 
smooth and as regularly dressed as without; so that Archdal 
very correctly compares its appearance to that which would 
be presented to the eye, in looking up a gun barrel. 

It would be useless here to enter into the discussion of the 
question of the purposes for which the Irish round towers 
were originally intended. The theories of those antiquarians 
who have written on the subject, are, after all, merely so many 
curious conjectures, varying in their degrees of probability, 
but none of them resting on any substantial foundation. The 
attention of each seems directed to the overturning of the 
superstructure of his neighbour, and then building on its ruins 
as frail a fabric of his own, doomed in like manner to fall be- 
fore some new aspirant after antiquarian fame. As history 
throws so little light on this subject, these discussions, though 
interesting, are nearly useless; and they perhaps act most 
wisely, who pass these monuments of former days with silent 
admiration, and allow them to remain 

Wrapt in the veil of time's unbroken gloom, 
Obscure in death, and silent in the tomb. 
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Near the round tower, a stone coffin is shown, said to be 
that of St. Molaise, and supposed by the ignorant to possess 
great efficacy in. the* cure of several complaints, particularly 
of rheumatic pains. The patient stretches himself in it, and 
after he has repeated a certain number of prayers, and fulfilled 
a stated form, the cure is supposed to be effected. 

At some distance further up the hill, are the ruins of the 
abbey ; some parts of which are still in a fine state of preser- 
vation, particularly the transept, and the square tower by 
which it is surmounted. The abbey is built of black marble ; 
a material not used in any of the other edifices on the island ; 
and it seems from its style of architecture, to be of more mo- 
dern date than any of them ; although an inscription on one 
of the walls would lead us to suppose the date of its erection 
to be 1449. The inscription, which is in very ancient charac- 
ters, is as follows : 

Matheus O'Dubergan hoc opus fecit Bartholomeo 
O'Flannagan Priori de Damenis. A.D. 1449.* 

Although the stone with this inscription is built into one of 
the walls of the abbey, it was probably removed from the ruins 
of the old church, and placed here, by some person who wished 
to have it preserved ; a supposition that is strengthened by 
the circumstance of some antiquarians having mentioned a 
similar inscription as being on the east window of the church ; 
and the mortar about it in its present situation appearing to be 
of recent date. 

A stranger is greatly struck, on passing under the fine Go- 
thic arch of the transept, still in excellent preservation, by 
the sharpness of all the lines of the work, which are so highly 
polished and so perfect, as to seem fresh from the chisel of 
the workman. On the northern side of the building, there is 
a small pointed door-way, which leads to a winding staircase, 
communicating with the square tower on the top. The work- 
manship of the staircase is very elegant. It is formed of the 
same material as the rest of the building, and the steps are 
fitted into one another with the greatest exactness. If we 
take into consideration the hardness of the material with which 
the artists had to work, we cannot avoid being astonished at 
the skill displayed in every part of this fine ruin. The stair 
first leads to an apartment that seems to have, been occupied 
as a belfry, and the holes still remain in the arch that forms the 
floor, through which the bell ropes had passed. From thence 
the staircase leads to the top of the tower, which commands 
an extensive view of the island, the lake, and the neighbour- 

* Matthew O'Dubegan erected this church during the time that Bartholomew O'- 
Flannagan was Prior of Devenish, in the year 1449. 
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lag country. The window frames in this tower are all perfect; 
and we observed, that in them all, great pains had been taken 
to cut projecting sockets in the stone, for the hinges of the 
shatters to turn on. 

This beautiful church has not escaped the hands of modern 
dilapidators; but, like the other ruins, has suffered considera- 
bly — partly from persons applying the materials tp other pur- 
poses, and partly from the still less pardonable love of mis- 
chief which too many possess. The east window, which is 
figured by Ledwich in his drawing of the antiquities of De- 
venisb, has been pulled down; and the materials removed, 
perhaps for .some building on the main land; but, what is a 
still more wanton and inexcusable act, the marble font which 
stood near the centre of the church, has been very lately 
dashed to pieces, and the fragments still lie scattered around, 
affording too many proofs of the visit of some tastless barba- 
rian. 

The want of trees is a great defect in this island; and seems 
rather singular in a neighbourhood in general so well wooded. 
It is most probable, that trees at one time existed, but have 
been cut down since the island ceased to be used for religious 
purposes; which supposition seems probable, as the monks, 
who had a great deal of spare time, generally devoted a part 
Ht it to the embellishment of their property. Dr. Ledwich, 
in his drawing, introduces a number of trees about the old 
church; but, at the time of our visit, there was not a tree or 
bush to be seen, nor even any marks of their having lately 
existed. After spending some hours at Devenish, — during 
which B— — - took sketches of the round tower, and the most 
remarkable of the ruins, — we returned to Enniskillen highly 
pleased with our morning's excursion, which afforded us an 
ample subject for conversation during the remainder of the 
day.- 

I shall take advantage of the first opportunity which occurs, 
of writing to yon again. Until then, I remain, &c. 

E — . 



LETTER IV.— CASTLE COOL. 

Pettigo, 22d July, 1824. 
Dear G- — , 
After breakfast, on Tuesday, we walked out to visit Castle 
Cool, the magnificent seat of Lord Belmore, which is about 
two miles from Enniskillen, but not immediately on the banks 
of Lough Erne. The avenue to the house passes through a 
demesne, beautiful both on account of the natural formation 
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